into battle
over, has never expressed the desire to go into the Nazi rule* I do
not believe that even now, if their opinion could be asked, they would
exercise such an opinion.
What is the remaining position of Czechoslovakia f Not only-
are they politically mutilated, but, economically and financially,
they are in complete confusion. Their banking, their railway
arrangements, are severed and broken, their industries are curtailed,
and the movement of their population is most cruel. The Sudeten
miners, who are all Czechs and whose families have lived in that
area for centuries, must now flee into an area where there are hardly
any mines left for them to work. It is a tragedy which has occurred.
There must always be the most profound regret and a sense of
vexation in British hearts at the treatment and the misfortune
which have overcome the Czechoslovakian Republic. They have
not ended here. At any moment there may be a hitch in the
programme. At any moment there may be an order for Herr
Goebbels to start again his propaganda of calumny and lies ; at
any moment an incident may be provoked, and now that
the fortress line is turned what is there to stop the will of the
conqueror ? Obviously, we are not in a position to give them the
slightest help at the present time, except what everyone is glad to
know has been done, the financial aid which the Government have
promptly produced,
I venture to think that in future the Czechoslovak State cannot
be maintained as an independent entity. I think you will find
that in a period of time which may be measured by years, but may
be measured only by months, Czechoslovakia will be engulfed in
the Nazi regime. Perhaps they may join it in despair or in revenge,
At any rate, that story is over and told. But we cannot consider
the abandonment and ruin of Czechoslovakia in the light only of
what happened only last month. It is the most grievous con-
sequence of what we have done and of what we have left undone inl
the last five years—five years of futile good intentions, five years of
eager search for the line of least resistance, five years of unin-
terrupted retreat of British power, five years of neglect of our air
defences. Those are the^ features which I stand here to expose and
which marked an improvident stewardship for which Great Britain
and France have dearly to pay, We have been reduced in those
five years from a position of security so overwhelming and so un-
challengeable that we never cared to think about it. We have been,
reduced from a position where the very word " war " was considered
one which could be used only by persons qualifying for a lunatic
asylum. We have been reduced from a position of safety and power
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